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Potato spindle tuber viroid
Taxonomic position
Virus Group: Viroids
Family: Pospiviroidae
Genus: Pospiviroid
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spindle tuber viroid
tomato bunchy top viroid
potato gothic virus
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PSTVd (Potato spindle tuber viroid)
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Images of tomato plants infected with PSTVd

Left: Potato spindle tuber viroid in an infected greenhouse tomato plant. Right: Potato spindle tuber viroid in an infected tomato
plant, showing how it has affected ripening.

1 Typical ‘bunchy top’ symptom caused by PSTVd




2 PSTVd first shows as severe yellowing in the head of a plant




3 Yellowed leaves often have a purplish tinge and are curled

4 Side shoots develop symptoms if the affected head is removed; note the distorted leaves and green veins




and leaf contact between adjacent plants

5 The virus is spread along a row by crop handling
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Healthy potato tuber (left), and spindle shaped tubers (right) that have been affected by
PSTVd. © Dr. J. W. Roenhorst NPPO-NL
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